
Rushbury C of E Primary School 

Music Knowledge and Skills Progression  - Year A 

 

Class  Term Scheme of Work 
 

Performing 
 
Perform, listen to, review and 
evaluate music across a range 
of historical periods, genres, 
styles and traditions, including 
the works of the great 
composers and musicians. 

Listening Composing 
 
Understand and explore how music is 
created, produced and 
communicated, including through the 
inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture, structure and appropriate 
musical notations. 

The history of music Inter-related dimensions 
of music 
 
Understand and explore 
how music is created, 
produced and 
communicated, including 
through the inter-related 
dimensions: pitch, 
duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, 
structure and appropriate 
musical notations. 

  



Ticklerton Spring  Senses To sing and play 
exploring pulse and 
tempo.  
 
To perform as a class 
ensemble. 

To find the pulse 
and follow 
simple 
instructions 
when 
performing.  
 

  To explore 
dynamics, 
duration and 
graphic notation. 
 
To explore timbre 
and pitch.  
To explore pulse 
and rhythm 
 

Ticklerton Spring Great of London To perform with a 
partner on tuned 
percussion.  
 
To perform a song as 
a round with an 
awareness of pitch 
and clarity in diction. 
 
To perform from a 
score using crescendo 
and decrescendo.  
 
To perform with a 
good awareness of 
the pulse.  
 

 To explore and compose 
using body percussion to 
accompany a vocal chant. 
  
To organise ideas into a 
composition and perform 
the music to tell the story 
of the Great Fire of London 
 

  

Autumn Carnival of the 
Animals 

To improvise 
representing the 
mood or character of 
a piece.  
To play a repeated 
rhythmic ostinato to 
accompany a song.   

To identify how 
different music 
can represent 
different moods 
or characters. 

To create a soundscape 
showing an awareness of 
tempo. 
 

 To use and 
identify musical 
elements to 
convey different 
animals. 
 



To understand 
pitch and play 
different notes on 
an instrument. 

Ticklerton Summer Summer 
performance.  

     

Gretton Autumn  In the Garden To perform a solo as 
part of a class 
ensemble. 

 To compose and notate a 
rhythm using one, two and 
half beat notes.  
 
To compose, notate and 
perform a melody.  
 
 

 To read and 
perform notation 
and understand 
the difference 
between pulse 
and rhythm. 
 
To read, write and 
perform rhythmic 
notation.  
 
To explore pitch 
using graphic and 
western notation.  
 

Spring Stone Age To perform as an 
ensemble and 
provide feedback to 
others. 

 To compose and perform 
rhythm notation as an 
ensemble. 

 To read, perform 
and write 1 beat 
and ½ beat notes. 
 
To read, write and 
perform rhythms 
in time with the 
pulse.  
 
To read, perform 
and write rhythm 
notation using ½ 



beat, 1 beat, 2 
beat and 4 beat 
notes.  
 
To notate and 
perform rhythms 
including a rest.  
 

Gretton Spring Volcanoes To read, record and 
perform ideas using 
graphic notation.  
 
To perform as a 
group and reflect on 
our own and other’s 
performances. 

 To select and combine 
skills learned to create a 
piece of music. 

 To learn how 
changes in tempo, 
dynamics and 
texture can create 
effects in music. 
 
To develop a 
graphic score 
considering 
dynamics, tempo 
and texture. 
 
To use the inter-
related 
dimensions to 
create effect. 

Gretton Summer Summer 
performance 

     

Stanway Autumn  Melodies of Divinity  To improvise freely 
over a drone 
developing a sense of 
melody and rhythm.  
 
To structure and 
perform a final piece. 

To be able to 
improvise over a 
drone with a 
sense of shape 
and character.  
 

To compose and notate a 
melody with consideration 
of the style and features of 
Indian classical music.  
 
To compose and perform a 
rhythm with consideration 
of the features of a tal. 

To understand the 
structure of a raga 
and compose and 
notate a short 
melody. 

 



Spring Africa  To perform an 
independent part 
within a whole class 
ensemble.  
 
To refine and 
perform our 
composition and 
critically appraise it.  
 
To perform a group 
composition with 
confidence, using the 
key features of 
African music. 

To copy and 
improvise 
rhythms through 
musical games 
and song. 

To apply and use key 
features of African music 
to create rhythmic 
compositions. 

 To develop a piece 
of music 
considering the 
structure. 

Stanway Spring Planets To work 
collaboratively to 
record a score and 
refine performances.  
 
To share, listen to 
and appraise the 
performances of my 
peers and the music 
of Mike Oldfield. 

To listen and 
appraise music 
exploring the 
sounds used to 
capture 
characteristics of 
different planets. 

To organise sounds to 
accompany our motifs and 
record these using 
Western notation and 
graphic score 

To use ABA 
structure to 
organise music and 
create a satisfying 
listening experience 

To create a motif 
considering the 
inter-related 
dimensions of 
music. 

Stanway Summer Summer 
performance 

     

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rushbury C of E Primary School 

Music Knowledge and Skills Progression  - Year B 

 

Class  Term Scheme of Work Performing 
 
Perform, listen to, review 
and evaluate music across a 
range of historical periods, 

Listening Composing 
 
Understand and explore how music is 
created, produced and 
communicated, including through the 

The history of music  



genres, styles and 
traditions, including the 
works of the great 
composers and musicians. 

inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture, structure and appropriate 
musical notations. 

Ticklerton Spring  Superheroes To perform music as 
a class.  

 To compose a sequence of 
sounds to create music 
with structure.  
 
To compose a piece of 
music inspired by words. 
 
To compose music based 
on a theme. 

 To create a 
soundscape. 

  



  Toys 
 

 To explore pulse 
through listening 
and performing 

To use dot notation to 
compose a simple melody. 
 
To create a piece of music 
representing a toy train. 
 

To create a piece of music 
using instruments to 
represent a toy train. 

 To recognise the 
relationship 
between dot 
notation and 
movement of 
pitch. 
 
To use pitch, 
tempo, dynamics 
and duration to 
compose music 
about a toy 

Ticklerton Autumn  
Fantasy and 
Adventure  

To create and 
perform from 
written symbols with 
an awareness of 
pitch.  

To listen to music 
and make 
comparisons. 

To compose and perform a 
piece of music that tells a 
story 

 To add 
accompanying 
sounds to a 
melody. 
 

To respond to 
music showing an 
awareness of 
pitch, dynamics 
and tempo. 
 

To explore stick 
notation with a 
good awareness 
of a steady pulse. 

Ticklerton Summer Summer 
performance 

     

  Four Seasons  
 

To create a 
performance using 

To listen and 
respond to music 

  To understand 
pitch and create 
movement in 



instruments, singing 
and movement. 

through 
movement.  
 

response to 
music. 
 

To play 
instruments 
showing control 
of dynamics 
following simple 
instructions.  
 

To understand 
the meaning of 
tempo and to 
keep a steady 
pulse whilst 
performing.  
 
To understand 
the difference 
between pulse 
and rhythm.  

Gretton Autumn  Ancient China To refine and 
perform 
compositions. 

 To choose and combine 
notes from the pentatonic 
scale to create a piece of 
music. 

 To explore 
harmonious 
sounds and pitch 
notation. 
 
To explore pitch, 
harmonious 
notes and scales. 
 

To sing and play a 
melody using the 
pentatonic scale. 
 



To improvise, 
read and write 
melodies using 
the pentatonic 
scale. 

Rivers  To perform and 
create melodies 
using graphic 
notation. 
 
To piece together 
and perform the 
different sections of 
a river’s journey. 

 To compose a short song in 
the style of a barcarolle. 
 

To create and notate 
melodies exploring rising 
and falling in pitch. 
 

To compose a piece of 
music using sounds to 
depict a scene from the 
riverbank. 

To identify and use 
common features of 
barcarolle music. 

 

Gretton Spring Samba To refine, perform 
and appraise the 
samba introductions.  
 
To learn and 
perform the rhythms 
of a Brazilian samba 
groove as a whole 
class ensemble.  
 
To perform a solo in 
an ensemble.  

To introduce 
samba music 
through listening, 
appraising and 
singing. 

To create and perform 
rhythms using call and 
response. 
 

To create a suitable ending 
for a samba piece and 
perform in carnival style. 

  

Gretton Summer Summer 
performance 

     

Stanway Autumn  Celebrations To perform a part 
within a class 

  To choose features 
from a style of music 

To explore how 
music can be 



ensemble using the 
pentatonic scale.  
 
To perform the chaal 
rhythm and break 
within a class 
ensemble.  
 
To perform a 
syncopated rhythm 
within a class 
polyrhythmic 
ensemble.  
 
To refine and 
perform a piece of 
music for a 
celebration using 
features from the 
style of music. 

to compose a piece 
for a celebration. 

structured using a 
reel. 

Reggae  To read and perform 
an off-beat rhythm 
to accompany a 
song.  
 
To refine, perform 
and evaluate a final 
piece using 
knowledge of the 
features of reggae. 

 To create a group 
performance, maintaining 
my part within the 
ensemble.  
 

To learn about the 
origins and features 
of reggae and learn 
to sing a song in this 
style 

To develop an 
understanding of 
accompaniment 
and be able to 
perform a bass 
line. 
 

To develop an 
understanding of 
common features 
used when 
structuring songs. 

      



Stanway Summer Electricity  To read and perform 
rhythmic notation, 
using ½ beat, 1 beat, 
2 beat and 4 beat 
notes.  
 
To perform and 
appraise notated 
rhythm pieces. 

To refine and 
rehearse rhythm 
grid compositions 

To create and notate using 
a variety of different length 
notes and rests. 

 To explore 
rhythmic 
notation and find 
the beats of the 
pulse in different 
time signatures. 
 

To extend 
knowledge of 
time signatures 
and rhythmic 
notation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 


